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CONCEPT OF ISLAM / BASIC TEACHINGS OF ISLAM
ISLAM: Meaning and Scope

Islam is the religion of those who believe in Allah, the one God of the universe, and who follow
Muhammad (peace be upon him) of Arabia, the last of the Prophet of God. Islam is one of the three
monotheistic and revealed religions.

The Arabic word Islam literally means “surrender” or “submission.” Islam, as a faith, means total
and sincere surrender to God so that one can live in peace and tranquility. Peace (Salam in Arabic)
is achieved through active obedience to the revealed commandments of God, for God is The Just,
The Peace.

The name Islam is universal in meaning. Islam is not named after a tribe of people or an individual,
as Judaism is named after the tribe of Judah, Christianity after Christ, and Buddhism after Buddha.
Islam is not a name chosen by human beings; it was divinely communicated from God.

According to Quran

Quran endorses this fact as,
“ Deen with Allah is Islam. ” (Al-Quran, 3:19)
This very fact has been pointed out in another verse as :

And whosoever seeks a Deen other than Islam, it will not be accepted from him. (Al-Quran,
3:85)

Islam is a global faith, not of the East or the West. Islam is a complete way of life, implying a total
submission to God. One who surrenders his or her will to God, voluntarily, is called a Muslim. It
was not Muhammad but Adam who first brought Islam to humanity. Then, each Prophet and
Messenger came to exhort the people to a clear understanding of God’s commandments. They
offered teachings relevant to that time, until God chose the final Prophet, Muhammad, to come with
the Last Testament referred to as the Qur’an.

Allah is an Arabic word, meaning “The One and Only True God,” the proper name of The One who
created the heavens and the earth. For a Muslim, Allah is the greatest and most inclusive of names
for God, denoting The One who is adored in worship, The One who created all that exists.

BASIC TEACHINGS OF ISLAM
1- Allah is one

“Allah is One and there is no god but God,” is the first and the foremost teaching of Islam. Oneness
of God or unity of Godhead is the heart of Islam and Islam’s Holy Scripture, the Qur’an,
emphasizes this theme in almost every of its second or third verse. Every follower of Islam has not

www.CSSExamPoint.com



only to believe in One God in his heart but has also to express this belief by his tongue and
demonstrate it through his deeds. In the technical language of the religion, the belief in One God is
called Tauheed.

This concept of unity of God is beautifully expressed in Chapter 112 of the Holy Qur’an which is
entitled al-Ikhlas or at-Tauheed. It reads:

“Say: He is Allah, the One! Allah, the eternally Besought of all! He begetteth not nor was
begotten. And there is none comparable unto Him.”

Tauheed is belief in Allah with all His powers and attributes.

2- Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah

Muhammad (peace be upon him), the prophet of Islam, is the last of the Messengers of God who
have been sent to mankind for guidance. Moreover, God sent prophets for the guidance of mankind.
In the Qur’an which is the revealed book of Islam, the names of only a few messengers of God have
been mentioned, the most famous among them being Adam, Nuh, Hud, Saleh, Abraham, Ismail,
Isac, Jacob, Shoaib, Moses, Jesus Christ and Muhammad (may Allah’s peace be upon them).

The book revealed to Muhammad (PBUH) is Al-Qur’an which is the last revealed message of God
to mankind, the religion given to him is Al-Islam which is the first and last religion and was in fact
given to every prophet who preceded Muhammad (PBUH). He has been called by the Qur’an as a
messenger of Allah, a warner and a bringer of good news, a seal of the Prophets and witness on the
Day of Judgment. He is a messenger to all mankind and his mission is universal. He is a mercy for
humanity and was foretold by pervious Prophets specially by Jesus. He is role model for his
followers and his conduct and character has been called supreme and superb by the Qur’an. His
sayings, his traditions, his practices, his conventions (collectively called the Sunnah) carry great
authority for the believers, being only next to the Qur’an which is the word of God.

3- Qur’an is the Book of Allah

Al-Qur’an is the name of the last revealed book of Allah which forms the holy or religious scripture
of Islam. It was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the last messenger of Allah to mankind,
in parts, in a span of twenty two and half years between 610 A.D. to 632 A.D. The first revelation
was made on 27th of Ramadan 13 years before Hijrah and the last on 9th of Zil Hijah of 10th A.H.
The period comprises 12.5 years of Prophet’s life at Makkah during which 86 Surahs (chapters)
were reveled and last 10 years of Prophet’s life at Madinah during which 28 Surahs are reported to
have been revealed.
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BELIEFS

Belief (Iman) as the Foundation of Islamic Faith.
Belief is the first and the foremost article of Islamic faith. The revealed book of Islam says:

“ But righteous is he who believeth in Allah and the Last Day and the Angels, and the
Scripture and the Prophets ...... ”(Al-Qur’an 2:177).

At another place the Holy Book says
His messengers and the Last Day, he verily hath wandered far astray.... (al-Qur’an 4:136).

whoso disbelieve in Allah and His Angels and His Scriptures and Thus the Qur’an has prescribed
for the followers of Islam to believe in Allah, His Messenger, His Angels, His Scriptures and the
Hereafter. To these five elements of belief, Prophet Muhammad has added another element and that
is belief in destiny (Taqdir).

Iman or belief, in short, is to expressed by proclaiming the following Kalima (formula) with the
tongue and affirm its truth with the heart:

“There is no god but Allah; Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah.”

Furthermore one has to testify the truth of the above mentioned Kalima with the following words
(which are called second Kalima):

“I testify that there is no god but Allah who is One and has no partner. And I also testify that
Muhammad is His servant and His messenger”.

As stated above, there are six elements or constituents of belief which have been prescribed by the
Qur’an and the Sunnah. These are: Belief in Allah, belief in Messengers, belief in Scriptures or
books, belief in Angels, belief in the Hereafter or the Last Day, and belief in Predestination or
Taqdir. All these constituents of belief are briefly discussed as under:

KINDS OF BELIEFS

1. Beliefin Allah:

Allah is the Almighty and only one God of the whole cosmos. He is the Creator of each and
everything in the universe. He is Eternal and Ever-Living. He has no partner, no children, no
parents, no spouses. He is All-Powerful, Unique in Essence and Attributes, All-Perfect, Sovereign
Lord, Omnipresent, Omniscient, All-Knowing, All-Seeing, All-Wise, Just, the Beneficent, the
Merciful and the Forgiving. The heavens and earth are full of His signs and blessings. He gives
life and death and revives the dead. He sent Prophets and revealed Scriptures for the guidance of
man. He is the Master of the Day of Judgment. He is only to be worshipped. Followers of Islam
have been enjoined by the Qur’an and by the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to believe in Allah and
serve Him alone.

www.CSSExamPoint.com



2. Belief in Messengers:

One must believe that Allah chose the finest amongst mankind to be Messengers whom He sent to
His creation with specific legislations; to worship and obey Allah, and to establish His religion
and His Tawheed. He ordered His Messengers to convey the Message to people, so that they
would not have any proof against Allah after He sent them.

They are bearers of glad-tidings of the Pleasure of Allah and His Jannah, which is reserved for those
who believe in them and their teachings. They are also sent as warners to their peoples, to warn
them of the anger of Allah and His punishment which is reserved for those who disbelieve in
them and their teachings.

According to Quran

"The Prophet (Muhammad) believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and
(so do) the believers. Each one believes in God, His Angels, His Books, and His prophets.

(They say,) ‘We make no distinction between one another of His prophets...”"" (Quran 2:285)

"And ask (O Muhammad) those of Our prophets whom We sent before you: ‘Did We ever
appoint gods to be worshipped besides the Most Merciful (God)?’" (Quran 43:45)

"And, indeed We have sent prophets before you (O Muhammad), of some of them We have
related to you their story, and of some We have not related to you their story..."" (Quran
40:78)

For guidance of man Allah sent messengers called Prophets or Apostles of Allah who conveyed to
mankind Divine message and also acted upon the message themselves setting pattern for their
followers. The Prophets were human beings and they did not claim any share in Godhead. The
Muslims have to believe in all the Prophets without making any distinction between them and
without rejecting anyone of them.

Belief is to be expressed in all the Prophets, whether mentioned in the Qur’an or not, from Adam
to Muhammad. Life and teachings of some of these Prophets along with stories of their tribes or
nations have been described in detail by the Qur’an such as that of Nuh, Hud, Salih, Abraham,
Lut, shoaib, Moses, Jesus.

The Merits of Belief in the Messengers

1. One would realize the mercy and love Allah has for His slaves; since He sent to them Messengers
who conveyed to them His religion. They in themselves were examples whom people emulated.

2. Todistinguish the believers who are truthful in their Faith from others; for it is incumbent upon
one who believes in his own Messenger to believe in other Messengers who are mentioned in his
Book.

3. Those of the people of the Book (Jews and Christians) who believe in their Messengers and then
believe in Muhammad, may Allah exalt his mention, would receive double reward.
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3. Belief in Holy Books:

One of the fundamentals of belief in Islam is belief in the holy books sent by Allah.

Islam orders believers to believe in all holy books. The source of all holy books is one. All of
the heavenly books explain the orders and prohibitions of Allah and the duties and
responsibilities of man. The prophets whom books were not sent to conformed to the previously
sent book and warned and guided their tribes and nations.Allah ordered believers to believe in
all of the prophets and the revelations:

Muslims believe not only in the Quran but also the other holy books. Allah states the following:

It is He Who sent down to thee (step by step), in truth, the Book confirming what went
before it; and He sent down the Torah (Of Moses) and the Gospel (of Jesus) (Aal-e-
Imran,3/3.).

Allah revealed books and gave them to the Prophets for guidance and education of mankind. The
famous of them are: Scrols (Sahifahs) given to Abraham; the Torah given to Moses; the Psalms
given to David; the Gospel given to Jesus Christ, and the Qur’an given to Muhammad. Followers
of Islam are required to believe in all these Holy Scriptures.

HOLY BOOKS

Throughout centuries beginning from Hazrat Adam to the last Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
(PBUH) Allah sent four books and some pages.

Pages were sent before books. They contained advice about belief and ethic. The ethical advice
in the pages is present in the Quran in the perfect sense. As a matter of fact the Quran points out
to this issue through the following verse:

And this is in the Books of the earliest (Revelations)—The Books of Abraham and Moses.
(al-Al4,18-19.).

After the pages Allah sent the four books. They are;

e Torah
e Psalm,
o Gospel
e The Quraan.

1. TORAH
It was given to Hazrat Moses (Musa). The Quran mentions that it was sent to the Israelites (Aal-
e- Imran, 48,50,65,93 ; al-Maeda, 46,66).
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2. PSALM:
It was sent to Hazrat Dawud (David).

3. GOSPEL:

It was sent to Hazrat Eesa (Jesus).Gospel as a word means good news. It tells the life story
of Hazrat Eesa and gives some ethical advice. It does not have legal arrangements. Since
Christians accept Torah also as a holy book, they take Torah as reference for legal
arrangements. Christians call Torah as Old Testament and Gospel as New Testament. They
brought together some parts from Torah, Gospel and Psalms and called it the Holy Book.

4. THE QURAN

The Quran is the last holy book sent to the last Prophet Hazrat Muhanmmad (PBUH) through
revelation chapter by chapter and verse by verse in 23 years. With the Quran the chain of heavenly
books was completed and the other books were abrogated. Allah said the following in the Quran:

This day have | perfected your religion for you, completed my favor upon you, and have
chosen for you Islam as your religion. (al-Maeda,3.).

The first revelation came through Hazrat Jibril (Gabriel) while Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH) was
busy with contemplation and worshipping in Mount Hira.

The call of the Quran is general. The Quran calls the whole mankind to the right path. Its message
is not for a certain nation but for the whole mankind. The target is the salvation and happiness of
the whole mankind.

Since the Quran was revealed in 23 years, the Sahaba (Companions of the Prophet) wrote down
the verses and memorized them during this period. So, the Quran was kept by the clerks of
revelation and was continuously recited by hafizes (hafiz: one who memorized the whole Quran).
It was recited in mosques and was conveyed to those who do not know it and they were taught to
recite it. Later the copies of the Quran were duplicated, the Quran that we have today is the same
Quran as the one during the time of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH). It was conveyed to us in the
same form as it was revealed.

Belief in Angels:

Allah created Angels from light. They are invisible to human eye, have no sex and are appointed
to carry out Allah’s commands and glorify Him. They are not daughters of Allah as the pagan
Arabs held. Most famous of them are: Gabriel charged with the duty of bringing revelations and
messages of Allah to the Prophets; Israfil who will blow the Trumpet on the Day of Resurrection;
Mickael appointed for arranging rainfall, Izrael charged to take souls. Some other angels
mentioned in the Qur’an and Hadith are: Harut and Marut (sent by God to test the belief of some
nation of the old), Kiraman Katibin (the respected recorders who record the deeds of human
beings); Munkir and Nakeer who would question the dead in graves; angel who brought good

www.CSSExamPoint.com



tidings of birth of a son to Mary the mother of Jesus; angels who brought good news about birth of
Isaac to Abraham; angels who destroyed the people of Lut; angels in charge of Hell and Angels
who would welcome the righteous in Paradise, etc. Muslims are required to believe in all angels of
God.

Belief in the Hereafter:

According to Quran

Allah states in the Holy Quran,

“O mankind! if ye have a doubt about the Resurrection, (consider) that We created you out
of dust, then out of sperm then out of a leech-like clot, then out a morsel of flesh, partly
formed and partly unformed, in order that We may manifest (Our Power) to you; and We
cause whom We will to rest in the wombs for an appointed term, then do We bring you out
as babes, then (foster you) that ye may reach your age of full strength; and some of you are
called to die, and some are sent back to the feeblest old age, so that they know nothing after
having known (much)” (Al-Hajj, 5).

This world would end on the Last Day called the Doomsday when every living soul would die.
The Hereafter would start after the death. On the Doomsday (also called the Day of Judgment and
Day of Resurrection), every dead person would be revived by Allah. Allah would judge between
mankind on that day and would reward the pious with Paradise and punish the wicked with Hell.
The life in the Hereafter would be real and eternal life. Muslims are required to believe in the Last
Day and in the Hereafter, in life after death and in Paradise and Hell.

Belief in Destiny
(Taqdir): This belief is virtually integral part of belief in Allah and so it is not regarded as an
independent element. This belief implies that all good and evil is from Allah and is in the
knowledge of Allah.

The formula of comprehensive belief (Al-Imanul Mufassal) which attests belief in all the above
mentioned is as follows:

“I believe in Allah, in His angels, in His books, in His messengers, in the Last Day and in the
fact that everything good or bad is decided by Allah the Almighty, and in the life after death.”

FIVE PILLARS UPON WHICH THE EDIFICE OF ISLAM IS
FOUNDED

Islam is founded on five pillars or five fundamental articles of faith. These five articles or columns
of Islamic faith have been derived from a saying (Hadith) of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) which
has been recorded by Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of Ibn e Omar. The Prophet is reported
to have said:

“Islam is built on five things — to bear witness that there is no god but Allah and that
Muhammad (PBUH) is His messenger and servant, to keep up prayer, to pay Zakat, to make
Pilgrimage and to keep fast in Ramadhan”.
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Thus following are the five pillars upon which the edifice of Islam is founded according to the
above-mentioned tradition of the Prophet:

1. Iman (Profession Of Belief).

2. Salat (To Establish Prayer).

3. Zakat (To Pay Poor-Due Or Compulsory Charity).

4. Saum (To Keep Fast During The Month Of Ramadhan).
5. Hajj (To Perform Pilgrimage To Makkah).

The Five Pillars Of Islam

There are five obligatory acts of worship that every Muslim must dutifully carry out. Failure to do
so is a grave sin. The edifice of Islam rests upon these five pillars. One cannot be considered a
Muslim if he or she denies that any one of these acts is obligatory.

It is obligatory for every person intending to enter Islam to believe and to say, “I testify that there
is no deity except God, and that Muhammad is His Messenger.” With this simple, important,
and powerful declaration, a person is considered a Muslim. There is no initiation into the fold of
Islam.

The concepts within the testimony of faith can be explained by analyzing each of three parts within
the testimony. The first part “No deity...” is a negation of polytheism. It is a negation of the
existence of any deity other than God, or any entity that shares in any of the divine attributes of
God. The second part “...except God” is an affirmation of monotheism. God is the only one worthy
of worship.

“Muhammad is God’s Messenger” is the third part of the declaration of faith. It is an affirmation of
the Prophethood of Muhammad as the final Prophet and Messenger of God. This requires the
unconditional acceptance of the Qur’an and the authentic sayings and traditions of Muhammad.

By believing and saying the testimony of faith, a person rejects all false objects of worship and
asserts that God is the only one to be worshipped. God is without equal or partner. God promises
that once a person affirms the believe ,all of his or her previous sins are forgiven. One’s previous
good deeds may also be rewarded by God, The Most Forgiving.

Praying Five Times A Day (Salah)

It is required for every Muslim to perform five obligatory prayers a day. A Muslim turns toward
Makkah (Mecca) when performing these prayers, facing the first house built for the worship of The
One God. This house is called the Ka'bah, an empty cube-like structure which is located in what is
now Saudi Arabia. It was erected by Abraham and his son Ishmael for the worship of The One and
Only True God.

One must remember that Islam does not have any sacred relics or symbols. We are not worshipping
the Ka bah; we simply worship God while facing the Ka'bah. Facing the Ka'bah to pray unifies the
worshippers in their prayer to The One God. These prayers take place throughout the day and night,
and are a constant reminder of a person’s duty and surrender to God. The prayers are a direct link
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between the worshipper and God. It is a chance to turn to God in worship, to give thanks, to ask for
forgiveness, and to ask for His guidance and mercy.

Paying The Yearly Alms (Zakah)

It is a religious duty for every Muslim who is prosperous enough to accumulate and retain a
sufficient amount of savings to give a portion of his or her wealth to the needy each year. These
alms are called Zakah in Arabic, which literally means “purification.” All things belong to God, The
Most Merciful, and wealth is held in trust by human beings.

Paying these alms is a way for people who are financially able to purify the ethically gained wealth
that God has bestowed upon them. In addition, it is a means to directly distribute wealth throughout
society and help the poor and needy. Zakah (alms) also purifies the soul of the giver, reduces greed,
and strengthens compassion and generosity among humanity. The basic rate of these alms is two
and a half percent of the wealth that has been held in savings for an entire year. These alms are
levied on savings, not income.

Fasting During Ramadan (Sawm)

A physically able adult Muslim must fast during the lunar month of Ramadan.

“Q0 you who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that
you may learn self-restraint.” [Qur’an 2:183]

This month is significant because the first revelations of the Qur’an to Muhammad occurred during
this month. Just as alms giving is a form of wealth purification, fasting is a form of self-purification.
Fasting begins at dawn and ends at sunset, local time.

During daylight hours, a fasting person must abstain from food, drink, and marital sexual
intercourse. These activities are permissible from sunset to the following dawn. Fasting teaches self-
control and patience. Like prayer, fasting is a way of turning to God in sincere worship. Fasting
reminds us of the conditions of the needy and gives us appreciation for the simple blessings we
often take for granted, such as drinking a glass of pure water or eating food at will.

Making The Pilgrimage To Makkah (Haj})

Every Muslim is to make the pilgrimage to the Ka'bah, in Makkah, once in a lifetime if he or she
has the ability and means to do so. Muslims from all over the world gather together for the purpose
of worshipping and pleasing God alone. Millions of pilgrims visit the Ka'bah and perform hajj
annually.

The rite of hajj originated from the Prophet Abraham and was restored by Muhammad. The
pilgrimage to Makkah compels the pilgrims to break down the racial, economic, and social barriers
that may still plague their societies. It also invites each pilgrim to practice patience, self-restraint,
and piety. The pilgrims wear simple garments that strip away the distinctions of class and culture.
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Conclusion

In concluding remarks what can be said is that, the five pillars played a crucial role in the lives of
the Muslims. By professing the creed, they affirm the monotheistic God distinct from the
polytheistic practices of the Arabs and maintain the position held by Muhammad as the final
prophet. By performing the salat, Muslims exercise their spirituality and deepen their faith in God.
By doing the act of fasting, Muslims discipline themselves; refraining not only from food and
drinks but also from any form of falsehood or misdeed. Also it breaks the boundary of the rich and
the poor. By giving alms to the poor and the needy, the giver is blessed with purification of his
wealth and reward for future life is granted. Pilgrimage to Mecca is once in a lifetime is very much
important for a Muslim because it all starts here, in this place of mecca, the revelation of the Quran,
the ministry of Prophet Muhammad, the traditional story of Allah’s miraculous provision of the
thirsty Hajira and Ishmail.

Through the study of the five pillars of Islam it is learnt that the practices shaped religion whether
for good or for worst. The five pillars thus shaped the religion for good; it provided the key to
fraternity and made no boundaries of the rich or the poor. The unprivileged are uplifted by the
privileged. Thus, in Islam there is a harmonious relationship which binds them in the name of
ALLAH.
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IMPORTANCE OF DEEN IN HUMAN LIFE

Introduction:

Deen plays a vital role in human life and society. Its message is real and practical for it
comprehends all human actions. It explains the Tawhid doctrine effectively. It tells us how to live a
virtuous life, how to conduct ourselves in public or at home, how to treat parents, relatives, friends,
strangers, the poor and orphans; it instructs us about economics and about our social, educational
and political ends. It deals with internal and foreign affairs in peace time and during war. In short, it
is complete code of life which provides guidance in all human situations.

IMPORTANCE OF DEEN IN HUMAN LIFE

1. Making life purposeful and meaningful

The concept of heaven and hell which is revealed by God to his creature imparts a sense of purpose
and reason in a man’s life. He knows that he has been sent to the earth for a reason. This deen
guides him to reach his aim through the Quran and Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH). A man learns
the meaning of his life through the learning of the deen. And it is stated in the Quran:

“He who created death and life to test you [as to] which of you is best in deed.”

2. Relationship With Creator

The deen not only teaches us code of conducts and how to live one’s life, it also creates a
relationship with the Creator. This relation between the person and his God is of a slave and a
master. The person believes in his God and follows His commandments to his full capacity. He tries
not to disobey His commands and does maximum to please Him. This creates a great understanding
between the Creator and the created. The person leaves all his worries at the behest of his Maker.

3. Power to Endure Adversities of Life

Religion provides power for facing adversities and serves as a bulwark against undesirable

reactions of despair and hopelessness. A religious man, with firm belief in Allah, and of His

munificence, does not find himself in utter desperation even in the worst moments of his life,

because he knows well that he is under the protection of a Being who is Almighty. With faith in
the fact that every problem can be solved and every deadlock can be resolved with His

help, he can overcome every disappointment and hopelessness

The Holy Quran says:

""Surely those who are close to Allah, have no fear nor shall they grieve." (Surah Younus,

10:62)

According to Dr. Durant, behavior of a man who is not blessed with reliance on religion suffers

from special epicurean confusion, and the life which has not the comforting support of religion, is

an unbearable burden.
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4. Encounter with Ideological Vacuum

Man cannot live in an ideological vacuum for long and as such his tendency towards a wrong
ideology and false values becomes definite. His intellectual life is not filled with sound beliefs and
healthy teachings. A superstitious and even destructive ideas may find way into his spiritual
firmament and may for ever pollute his brain.

All this originates from spiritual vacuum. It is religion which can fill the ideological and intellectual
vacuum with sound teachings and can save one from a tendency towards absurdities and
irrationalities. Hence, true understanding of religion can play an important role in combating
superstitions, though it is true that even religion itself, if not understood correctly, may promote
superstitions. Deen teaches mankind to live life according to the teachings of the Quran and the
Sunnah. It teaches mankind to have an ideology, a purpose, a narrative which mankind should
follow if it wants to be successful in the life and the hereafter.

5. Fight against Discrimination

Religion strongly opposes every discrimination based on color, race or class, because it regards all
human beings as God's creatures and every country as God's country. According to it, all enjoy
God's love and kindness equally and as such, all are equal. According to the teachings of Islam, no
man can be superior to another man on the basis of his color, race, descent, language or class. Islam
recognizes only piety and knowledge as the touch-stones of superiority .Allah says:

""Man, we have created you from a male and a female, and we have divided you into nations
and tribes, so that you may get to know one another. Surely the most honorable of you in the
sight of Allah is he who is most pious."(Surah al- Hujurat, 49 :13)

Thus the role of religion in a world that has not yet been able even to solve the color problem, the
question of class apart, is quite clear. Islam being the deen of Allah has ordained against
discrimination. It has advised man not to differentiate between the Arab and the non-Arab, white
and the black, rich and the poor, and against any racial or color discrimination. It teaches human
beings to live in harmony and to follow the teaching of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and the Quran.

6. Peace of mind and religion

God promises mercy to those who follow the guidance of the Quran: “And this is a Book which
We habe revealed as a blessing; so follow it and be righteous, that you may receive mercy.”
Anyone who follows the true teaching of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) gains a peace of mind and
comes under the shadow of mercy of the Creator. The deen not only makes a man morally exquisite,
it also makes him tranquil and serene.

7. Source of Wisdom and knowledge

Religion with its firm and sound teachings can be an effective factor in scientific progress, because
its foundation has been laid on the solid bed-rock of "freedom of will" and on the fact that
everybody is accountable for his own deeds.
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The Holy Quran says : "Everyone is entangled in the outcome of his deeds.” (Surah al-
Muddath-thir 74:38)

Faith in religion teaches that limitless knowledge is the source of this cosmos, which is like a very
grand book penned by an erudite scholar. Every page of it, every line and every word of it, contains
a glaring truth which stimulates us to further study and contemplation

The book of deen contains unsurpassable wisdom and knowledge. It is stated in the Quran: “Yasin,
by the Quran, full of Wisdom.” The wisdom of the Quran can never mislead or misguide. Another
place, the Quran says: For Allah has sent down the book and wisdom and you what you knew not.”
Muhammad (PBUH) was taught the wisdom of the Quran so that he may divulge it to the rest of
mankind.

8. Shield against Evils

The deen makes the believers to follow in the footsteps of the Prophet (PBUH). The Quran states:
“Follow Me and follow the Rasool (PBUH). Anyone who follows the messenger of Allah can
never be misguided. He holds a firm belief in the mercy of God and does his best to avoid anything
that may or can displease his God. Therefore, he strives to seek salvation from evil acts and prays to
be within the shadows of mercy of God.

9. Remembrance of Allah

The deen of Islam was revealed by the Almighty Allah and it ordered the followers to worship Him
alone. It ordered the Muslims to act well and to remember Him. It is stated in the Quran: “We have
sent thee but so that you may worship your Lord.” Therefore, the real reason for which a Muslim is
sent in this world is to worship Allah. And by worshiping Allah, he remembers Him all the time,
through thick and thin, or better or worse.

10. Justice and rule of law

A vital system of deen is to establish a system of balance between justice and equality. It is stated in
the Quran: “We have sent down you the Book so that you might judge between men as guided by
Allah.” Hence, deen ordains us to do justice between men. It enjoins us not to eat the rights of
another and to treat everyone with just and kindness, be it Muslims, or non-Muslims.

11. Zakat & charity Decreasing the love and lust for wealth

The deen of Islam ordains us to pay zakat in the name of Allah. It is one of the five pillars of Islam.
The Prophet (PBUH) said that he who pays zakat, his money will not lesson. Indeed this is the very
proof which makes one pay Zakat and charity making a Muslim think that he won’t lose any
money. This decreases the love and lust for wealth in the heart of the believer.

12.Strong belief in hereafter decreases materialistic lust

The deen has made it clear that every soul will taste death and whatever the person does in this life,
he will be accounted for it in the hereafter. This belief makes the believer vary and critical of his
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actions in this world. He doesn’t go bananas for the sake of earning more wealth. And whatever he
earns, he spend a chunk of it to the needy and the poor.

13.  Fasting (A realization of starvation and hunger of other people)

The deen has made it mandatory for every citizen to fast in the month of Ramadan. Obviously this
implies only to those people who are within the circle of eligibility. Fasting creates a sense of
empathy and love for the poor and the needy. It makes one think of the hundreds and thousands of
people who barely get a meal once or twice a day. This creates the rich more compassion and
benevolence towards the poor.

14. Legitimate ways and means of physical and emaotional satisfaction

Unlike the West, where people mingle in illicit sexual relations with each other without knowing as
to who might later be the father of the child, the deen of Islam teaches us to avoid adultery and has
set the limit of 100 lashes for those who commit adultery. Adultery and fornication has been
prohibited in Islam. Not only fornication and adultery, other unmoral forms of love making, such as
LGBT or Lesbians are not allowed in Islam as well. These are the limits set by the Creator.

15. Blessings of lawful earning and livelihood

Man is the best of all creations. Almighty allah has gifted man a beautiful physical from as well as
electived conscience, intelligence and soul. Livelihood is necessary to keep the body healthy. Ahd
for the benefit of the soul, Halal earnings are essential. About this Al;mighty Allah says: “You take
the best and pure food that | allotted for you as your livelihood.”(Sura Al-Bagara) Halal earning
means legal earning. The income earned according to the instructions and the ways approved by
Allah and His Prophet (Sm) is called Halal earning.

16. A glimpse from secular societies

Secularism teaches us to seclude religion or deen from the political, economic and social life.
This attribute is against the very basic of Islam. Islam is not just a religion; it is a complete code
of life. It mingles the political, economic and social life of an individual with his beliefs and
faiths. Secular societies in the world don’t have any such laws ordained to them as is ordained in
the Quran by Allah. The deen of Islam is all-encompassing and embarks in every field on life.

17.West and industrial societies returning to religion

In the today’s world or radicalization and extremism, many industrialized societies are returning to
religion as they are facing identity crises and are losing the basic narrative of life. Freedom of
speech is turning into hate speech and the freedom of choice has embarked mankind into a depth of
tunnel never envisioned before. Terrorism is increasing, making many feel guilty and afraid of
deaths, hence, making the retreat to their basic beliefs and faiths.
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18. Deen as a salvation

It is the deen of Allah which tells us to follow God and his messenger. It teaches us to do good. It
teaches us to respect our elders. It teaches us to love our wife. It teaches us to support our relatives
and the poor. Excluding many other brilliant teachings, it makes us seek salvation from the hellfire,
which will be fueled by stone and human flesh. The atrocities on the Day of Judgment remind us to
seek salvation daily.

19. Modern ways and methods of treatment and religious therapy

The Islamic medicine has faithfully preserved, systematized and further developed the medical
knowledge of the classical antiquity. During the post-classical era, Islamic medicine was the most
advanced in the world. At the same time, the knowledge of the classical medicine was nearly lost to
the medieval medicine of Western Europe, only to be regained by European physicians when they
became familiar with Islamic medical authors during the Renaissance of the 12th century. The
medieval Islamic physicians largely retained their authority until the rise of medicine as a part of
the natural sciences, beginning with the Age of Enlightenment, nearly six hundred years after their
textbooks were written. For Psychological disorders now the Salah therapy and Surah Rehman
therapy are being used by clinical psychologists.

Conclusion:

To conclude, Deen provides guidance to mankind in each and every sphere of human life. It
provides a clear path, leads mankind from darkness to light. It’s a source of knowledge and wisdom
and sets the criteria for right and wrong. Even in the establishment of justice, it provides a clear
message to mankind and guards the humanity against evil.
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN DEEN AND RELIGION

Deen: Meaning and Scope

Deen is a major term which refers to destination while Religion is a pathway which leads towards a
destination (Deen). Deen means absolute sovereignty (of Allah) and absolute submission of man to
the absolute sovereign (Allah). Deen also indicates the concept and belief in reward and
accountability in the life after death. Deen expresses a complete way of life or a code of conduct. ,
Deen is a far more comprehensive, all-encompassing reality. With this backdrop, it will perhaps not
be entirely correct to say that Islam is not a Madhab (religion), because all of the elements of a
Madhab are certainly part and parcel of Islam - it includes the articles of belief, spirituality, and the
etiquettes of worship (Salah, Saum, Zakah and Hajj). Hence, it would be more accurate to say that
Islam is not merely a Madhab, but an entire code of life (Deen). It not only offers whatever
constitutes religion, but is endowed with the elements of a complete way of life.

Deen is an Islamic word and it is proved by the Holy Qur’an and Ahadees.

Allah says in the holy Quran Verily the Deen in the sight of Allah is only Islam

“Inn-ad-dina ind Allah hil Islam.”

The Deen in the sight of Allah (SWT) is only Islam.

As is mentioned in the Holy Qur’an;

""The Deen before Allah (accepted by Allah) is Islam' (Aal-Imran 3:19)

Deen has been approved of and favoured by Allah which means Deen is the way of life from Allah.

"Today, | have completed your Deen, and have completed my bliss upon you and accepted for
you Islam as a Deen." (Al-Mai’da 5:3)

Deen is complete and applicable in all the respects of life

"Today, I have completed your Deen.” (Al-Mai’da 5:3)

Deen is Pure because it is the word of Allah.

“Unquestionably, for Allah is the pure religion. (Al-Zumar 39:3)

Deen has been chosen by Allah (SWT) and only Deen is acceptable for Allah because Deen truly is
the code of life.

“Indeed Allah has chosen for you this Deen” (Al-Baqara 2:132)

The basic definition of Deen is reward.Reward is always on the basis of some laws. If anyone
abides by thelaws, he will be given good reward and in case of their violations, he willbe punished.
Laws are there to support a system and the system is known by the one who has the absolute
authority and command and the value of a system exists till the time it is obeyed.
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Madhab and its Scope

Mazhab is a non-Islaamic word and it has not been used in the Holy Qur’an or Ahadees in the
context of Islam.Madhab is derived from aword “Zahab” which means go, pass by or to walk. Thus
Madhab means a manner, a pattern, a method or a belief. As per grammar, Madhab is an adverbial
Noun that shows the place or time of an action.

(Tasheel,ul-adab, Filisaan ula-arb)

The fundamental difference between the two terms must be understood. Madhab, or religion, is a
term used for a set of beliefs and rituals of worship. On the other hand, Deen refers to an entire way
of life that pervades all aspects of life.

Only acceptable religion by Allah is Islam and no other religion (Madhab) will be accepted by Him
as all these are self-made and made with human intervention while Islam is purely the word of
Allah. Thus Mazaahib are self-made and against Islam, undoubtedly, they will not be accepted by
Allah.

Madhab is an un-Islamic law and self-created means of establishing relation with Allah. Madhab
has self-invented methods of prayers, apart from an intrusion and impulse of one's baser self-
whereas, Deen is known as code of living in accordance with that of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and
striving to achieve the will of Allah.

There are five so called Madhahib;

Hanafi
Shafaye
Hanmbli
Malaki

Ahl e Hadees

agkrownPE

Divine and Non-Divine Religions

Divine Religions

In religious terms, divinity or godhead is the state of things that come from a supernatural
power or deity, such as a god, supreme being, creator deity, or spirits, and are therefore regarded
as sacred and holy. Such things are regarded as "divine" due to their transcendental origins or
because their attributes or qualities are superior or supreme relative to things of the Earth. Divine
things are regarded aseternaland based in truth, while material things are regarded
as ephemeraland based inillusion. Such things that may qualify as "divine"
are apparitions, visions, prophecies, miracles, and in some views also the soul, or more general
things like resurrection, immortality, grace, and salvation. Otherwise what is or is not divine may be
loosely defined, as it is used by different belief systems.
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There are majorly 3 divine religions;

1. Islam- A Divine Religion

The Qur an makes it clear that Islam is named of all religions acceptable to God when it says:

“The true religion with God is Islam.” (Al al-Imran, 19)

“Whoever desires another religion than Islam, it shall not be accepted of him; in the next
world he shall be among the losers” (Al-i Imran 85)

“Today I have perfected your religion for you, and I have completed My blessing upon you,
and I have approved Islam for your religion.” (Al-Ma’idah, 3)

In the hadiths of the Prophet, the term ‘al-deen’ is used in the same meaning as used in the
Qur an. The famous hadith referring that all the messengers are brothers possessing the
same father signifies that all religions coming from divine origin have the common essential
principles (see, al-Bukhari, al-Anbiya, 48; Muslim, al-Fadail, 145).

2. Christianity

In traditional Christian theology, the concept and nature of divinity always has its source ultimately
from God himself. It's the state or quality of being divine, and the term can denote Godly nature or
character. In Hebrew, the terms would usually be "el", "elohim™, and in Greek usually
""theos™, or "'theias'. The divinity in the Bible is considered the Godhead itself, or God in
general. Or it may have reference to a deity. Even angels in the Psalms are considered divine
or elohim, as spirit beings, in God's form. Redeemed Christians, when taken to heaven as
immortalized born-again believers, according to Biblical verses, are said to partake of the
""divine nature". (Psalm 8:5; Hebrews 2:9; 2 Peter 1:4)

In the Christian Greek Scriptures of the Bible, the Greek word theion in the Douay Version, is
translated as "divinity". Examples are below:

e Acts17:29

""Being therefore the offspring of God, we must not suppose the divinity to be like unto
gold, or silver, or stone, the graving of art, and device of man."'

¢« Romans 1:20

"For the invisible things of him, from the creation of the world, are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made; his eternal power also, and divinity: so that they are
inexcusable.™
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3. Judaism

God in Judaismis generally understood to be the absolute one, indivisible, and
incomparable being who is the ultimate cause of all existence. Judaism holds that Yahweh, the god
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and the national god of the Israelites, delivered the Israelites
from slavery in Egypt, and gave them the Law of Moses at biblical Mount Sinai as described in
the Torah. Traditional interpretations of Judaism generally emphasize that God is personal, while
some modern interpretations of Judaism emphasize that God is a force or ideal.

NON-DIVINE RELIGIONS
Buddhism

The Buddha said that devas (translated as "gods™) do exist, but they were regarded as still
being trapped in samsara, and are not necessarily wiser than us. In fact, the Buddha is often
portrayed as a teacher of the gods, and superior to them.

Since the time of the Buddha, the denial of the existence of a creator deity has been seen as a key
point in distinguishing Buddhist from non-Buddhist views. The question of an independent creator
deity was answered by Buddha in the Brahmajala Sutta. The Buddha denounced the view of a
creator and sees that such notions are related to the false view of eternalism, and like the 61 other
views, this belief causes suffering when one is attached to it and states these views may lead to
desire, aversion and delusion.

Hinduism

Hinduism is characterized by extremely diverse beliefs and practices. In the words of R.C. Zaehner,
"it is perfectly possible to be a good Hindu whether one's personal views incline toward monism,
monotheism, polytheism, or even atheism.” He goes on to say that it is a religion that neither
depends on the existence or non-existence of God or Gods. More broadly, Hinduism can be seen as
having three more important strands: one featuring a personal Creator or Divine Being, one that
emphasizes an impersonal Absolute and a third that is pluralistic and non-absolute. The latter two
traditions can be seen as nontheistic.

Jainism

Jain text claims that the universe consists of jiva (life force or souls) and ajiva (lifeless objects).
According to Jain doctrine, the universe and its constituents -soul, matter, space, time, and
principles of motion- have always existed. The universe and the matter and souls within it are
eternal and uncreated, and there is no omnipotent creator god. Jainism offers an elaborate
cosmology, including heavenly beings/devas, but these heavenly beings are not viewed as creators,
they are subject to suffering and change like all other living beings, and are portrayed as mortal.
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COMPARISON BETWEEN ‘DEEN’ AND ‘MADHAB’

1. Deen is Authentic while Madhad is self-Created.

Deen is an authentic Islamic word and it is proved by the Holy Qur’an and Ahadees.Unauthentic
Mazhab is a non-Islamic word and it has not been used in the Holy Qur’an or Ahadees in this
context.

2. Verification of Deen is done by the Almighty Allah.

The Deen in the sight of Allah (SWT) is only Islam.”The Deen before Allah (accepted by Allah)
is Islam™ (Aal-Imran 3:19) while no such verification can be dine in casr of religion. Mazhab is
Unverified there is no such proof in Mazhab rather Mazhab is Sectarianism.

3. Deen is Favored by Allah

Deen has been approved of and favoured by Allah."Today, I have completed your Deen, and
have completed my bliss upon you and accepted for you Islam as a Deen." (Al-Mai’da
5:3)There is no scope or rather an instance of Sectarianism or Mazaahib in Islam. Hence, Mazaahib
is a Self-made thing and Allah (SWT) never likes Self-made things in Islam.

4. Deen is complete while Mazhab continously evolve.

"Today, I have completed your Deen.” (Al-Mai’da 5:3)Mazaahib are incomplete. There are
self-made statements and proclamations in Mazaahib and this would continue till the time of
Qayamah if they don’t repent and get back Islam. Hence, the whole way of life in Mazaahib is self-
made law which is against Islam.

5. Deen is Pure while Mazhab contains impurities created by man.

“Unquestionably, for Allah is the pure religion. (Az-Zumar 39:3) while Mazaahib are not
pure. Indeed they are adulterated and have the combination of Statements, Proclamations, advices
and suggestions which are self-made and are contradictory to Islamic concepts.

6. Deen has been chosen by Allah (SWT).

“Indeed Allah has chosen for you this Deen...” (Al-Bagara 2:132) while Mazhab is self-made
are Self-made and are made with human-intervention.

7. Only Deen will be accepted.

And whoever desires other than Islam as religion - never will it be accepted from him, and he, in the
Hereafter, will be among the losers. (Aal-Imran 3:85) on the other hand Muzhab is Unacceptable
are self-made and against Islam undoubtedly it will not be accepted.
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8. Jihad in Deen

The purpose of Jihad in Deen is to establish the Deen of Allah completely.

“And fight them until there is no fitnah and [until] the religion, all of it, is for Allah. And if
they cease - then indeed, Allah is Seeing of what they do.” (Al-Anfal 8:39) but the purpose of
Jihad (which cannot be called as Jihad, anyways) in Mazaahib is to continue the sect based on some
Personality, Individuality, Community or Region.

9. Deen as a term reflects Complete Code of Life.

Deen is a broader and wider term which is the most authentic way of life. Deen is a system of life in
which human being consciously surrenders himself to the most sovereign.

10.Mazhab is a narrower term limited to individual deeds.

Madhab is merely a collection of traditions, rituals and dogmas. While Madhab is a narrower term
which involves number of social customs and dogmas to celebrate life events.

11.Deen is_an Objective Reality whereas Mazhab Confines to Subjective
Experience.:
Religion is merely some store of subjective experience and is concerned only with the so-called

private relationship between God and man. Deen is an objective reality and a system of collective
life.

12.Mazhab is illogical and Mythical while Deen is based on sound logics.

Deen is never illogical and mystically based of magical concepts but believes of Mazahab are
illogical and mythical, these just involve physical involvement i.e worshipping it doesn't encourage
any changes in our social, emotional or even economical states. A good example of Mazhab would
be Budhism, Jainism, Hinduism etc which all have something in common and that is that they
achieve nothing for their well-being out of their practices similarly we've converted our religion into
a analogous condition.

13.Deen is a right path to Communion with Almighty:

Every follower of a Religion is satisfied that he has established a communion with Almighty, and
the objective of each individual is his own salvation. The aim of deen, on the other hand, is the
welfare and progress of all mankind, and the character and constitution of a society indicates
whether or not it is founded upon the Divine Law.

14.Deen is a true scale of measuring actions while Mazhab does not provide
such criteria:

Religion does not afford us any objective criterion by which we could determine whether or not our
actions are producing the desired results. In a social order governed by deen, development of a
collective and harmonious life correctly indicates whether or not the people are pursuing the right
course
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15.Mazhab is hostile to Scientific Investigation contrary to Deen which itself
motivated Human to explore the world :

Religion is hostile to scientific investigation and is an adversary of reason, so that it could flourish
unhampered with the aid of a blind faith. Deen helps in the development of human reason and
knowledge, allows full freedom to accept or reject on the basis of reason and arguments, and
encourages investigation and discovery of all the natural phenomena to illumine the path of human
life and its advancement in the light of Permanent Values.

16.Mazhab supports prejudices while Deen negates such behavior:

Religion follows the susceptibilities and prejudice of men and pampers them. Deen seeks to lead
men to a path of life that is in harmony with the realities of life.

17.Mazhab supports new idols while Deen tend towards rational approach:

In every age, therefore, Religion sets up new idols and mumbo-jumbos in order to keep the people’s
attention away from the real problem of life. But deen is rational and radical: it breaks all idols, old
and new, and is never variable in its principles.

18.Mazhab induces senseless fear while Deen makes man Confident:

Religion induces a perpetual sense of fear in the minds of men and seeks to frighten them into
conformity. While deen treats fear as a form of polytheism and seeks to make men courageous,
daring and self-reliant.

19.Mazhab followers Bow before Every Seat of Authority and Prestige
whereas Deen followers bow before only Almighty:

Religion prompts men to bow before every seat of authority and prestige, religious as well as
temporal. Deen encourages man to walk about with his head erect, and attain self-confidence.

20.Deen broadens the concept of both lives while Mazhab Treats the Matter
with Contempt:

Religion treats the world of matter with contempt and calls upon man to renounce it. It promises paradise
only in the hereafter as a reward for the renunciation of the material world. Deen, on the other hand, enjoins
the conquest of matter and leads man to measurable heights of attainment. It exhorts him to seek well-being
and happiness in this world as well as felicity in the life hereafter.

21.Deen encourages Active life and while Mazhab discourage it by Belief in
Pre-Destination:

Religion encourages belief in fatalism (pre-destination), and this tends to dissuade man from active
life and self-development. Deen gives man power to challenge fate, and provides energy for a life of
activity and self-development.
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22.Deen Opposes Exploitation practices whereas Mazhab denies:

Religion seeks to comfort the weak, the helpless and the oppressed with the belief that the affairs of
this world are governed by the will of God and that its acceptance and resignation helps to endear
them to God. This sort of teaching naturally tends to morbidity, and emboldens their religious
leaders who profess to interpret the Will of God, so that they indulge in their misdeeds with perfect
impunity and persuade the adherents to a complete and quiet submission. Deen, on the other hand,
raises the banner of revolt against all forms of tyranny and exploitation. It calls upon the weak and
the oppressed to follow the Divine Laws and thereby seek to establish a social order in which all
tyrants and oppressors will be forced to accept the dictates of right and justice. . In this social order,
there is no place for dictators, capitalists or priests. They are all enemies of Deen.

23.Deen is the name of only Obedience of Allah and Mazhab is mixture:

Religion enjoins religious meditation in the name of worship and thus induces self-deception. Deen
exhorts men to assert themselves and struggle perpetually for the establishment of the Divine Social
Order, and its betterment when attained. Worship in Deen really means obedience to the Laws of
Allah.

24.Deen motivated man towards attaining and enjoying natural things of
beauty.:

Religion frowns and sneers at all things of arts and beauty. Deen defies those who forbid the
enjoyment of the good and beautiful things of life which God has created for the enjoyment of man.

25.Deen allows all lawful amendments but Mazhab Denounces Everything:

Religion denounces everything new and declares all innovation as sin. Deen holds that the needs
and demands of human life keep changing with the change in the conditions of life; change and
innovation are, therefore, demanded by life itself. Only the Divine Laws are immutable.

CONCLUSION

The Qur’anic term for religion is “deen.” Deen however, is not merely a synonym for religion. Deen
is a broader and deeper concept than religion as it is commonly understood. Religion usually means
a set of dogmas, an elaborate ritual and a host of trivial practices. Ordinary activities of life are
hedged in by a number of rules and taboos. Simple acts such as eating and marrying are surrounded
by a complex ceremonial. Man’s conduct in everyday life is regulated in the minutest detail. Deen,
as presented in the Qur’an is not a matter of ritual or ceremonial. It is concerned with the broad aim
of life and the programme of action by which that aim can be attained. Deen gives full scope to
man’s initiative and discretion. It is meant for a free and intelligent person, a person who has the
courage to think, judge and act for himself.

Deen offers broad principles which give guidance to man in the adventure of life and which enable
him to attain the goal of self-realisation and social welfare.
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ISLAM AS DEEN-DISTINCTIVE ASPECTS

Introduction

Islam means total submission to the will of Allah. This implies doing right, being an example to do
right and having the power to see that the right prevails and at the same time eschewing wrong,
being an example to eschew the wrong, and having the power to see that wrong will be defeated.
Islam therefore lives, not for itself but for mankind. The literal meaning of Islam is to establish
Peace and the submission to the Will of Allah to keep it. Thus Islam is actually the obedience to the
will of Allah, considering Him the most sovereign.

“The Deen before Allah (accepted by Allah) is only Islam.” (Aal-Imran 3:19)
“There is greatness in bowing before Allah.” (Al-Hadith)

Islam is the only Deen which is selected by Allah and no other religion will be accepted by Him. It
is the only Deen which is clear in its teachings and messages, not only for one person but for all the
mankind. Its comprehensiveness and applicability makes it the complete code of life which leads to
the destination (life after death).

DISTINCTIVE ASPECTS OF ISLAM
1) Islam is Deen Chosen by Allah

Islam is the only Deen chosen and selected by Allah. Allah says in Holy Qur’an;

"Today, | have completed your Deen, and have completed my bliss upon you and accepted for
you Islam as a Deen.” (Al-Mai’da 5:3)

“Indeed Allah has chosen for you this Deen (Islam).” (Al-Bagara 2:132)

Thus any other Deen (except Islam) will not be accepted by Allah.

2) Islam as Complete Code of Life

Islam is Deen and Deen means ‘the way of Life’. So it is the complete code of conduct; social or
moral, political or legal, economy or education, peace or war, it includes each and every aspect of
human life. It is the most comprehensive religion (Deen) which guides in every affair and solution
to every problem even in this modern era. There is clarity in the message and teachings of Islam
from birth to death and then the life after death which also makes it the most practicable and
applicable religion, till the Day of Judgment.

“Unquestionably, for Allah is the pure religion. (Al-Zumar 39:3)

The ultimate worth of actions is based on intention and sincerity, as mentioned by the Prophet, who
said, "Actions are by intentions, and one shall only get that which one intended."
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3. Unigueness of the Name of Islam

The name for the religion of Islam is much more than just a name because it expresses a deep
spiritual meaning as well as an overall outlook on life and concept of worship. The word "Islam™ is
an Arabic word which means "complete submission to the will of Almighty God".

Other religions are named after their founders, such as Christianity and Buddhism; after a tribe or
ethnic group, such as Judaism; or after a specific geographical region, such as Hinduism.
Additionally, the name "Islam" was not thought up by its followers or applied by other people, as is
the case with the names of other religions, but was revealed by Almighty God. The name of no
other religion carries any significant message, or conveys the true sense of its outlook on life, as
does the name "Islam”. islam

4. Social and economic securities for woman specifically provided by

No other religion brought about such significant social and economic securities for women as
before the advent of Islam. Not long ago in 1882, the Married Women Inheritance Act was passed
in Britain for the inheritance of married women, whereas the Quran declared the economic rights
for women 1437 years ago. No other religion in the world enunciated the economic and social rights
for women as did Islam. Even in the US, where the majority is Christianity, women weren’t allowed
to vote before the 1920s. Islam gives women freedom of choice whereas inthe West, a woman gets
a blank freedom. Islam mandates man to be the provider and protector of women. Similarly, no
other religion gives women, as a mother, the status of having heaven under her feet, as proclaimed
by the Prophet.

5. Finality of Prophethood

Another distinctive feature of Islam is the finality of the Prophethood. Islam purports that Allah
alone is worthy of worship and that the Prophet (pbuh) is the last Prophet of God. Without
accepting this dogma one cannot enter into the faith of Islam. The Prophet himself claimed that he
was the last Messenger of God and that no other Messenger would come after him. The legacy of
Prophethood hence culminates henceforth. No other religion in the world has the concept of the
finality of the Prophethood, be it Judaism, Hinduism, or even Christianity.

6. Religion With Allah Is Only Islam

Since Islam is the religion of all the Prophets of God and God has perfected it Himself, so there is
no need for any other religion to the mankind till the Doomsday. That is why, the Qur’an tells us
that religion with God is only Islam (3:19) and whoso seeks as religion other than Islam, it will
not be accepted from him and he will be a loser in the Hereafter (3:85). The Qur’an further
tells us that, whomsoever Allah intends to guide; He expands his bosom to accept Islam
(6:125).
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7. 1t Is An Easy And Practical Religion

Islam is a religion of humanity and of nature. It is very easy to practice. The Qur’an says:
“Allah has not laid upon you in religion any hardship” (22:78).
Another verse of the Qur’an says:
“Allah desires for you ease; He does not desire for you hardship” (2:185).

Whenever there is any difficulty or hardship in performing of any devotional act or any
religious duty, Islam removes that to make things easy by relaxing the rigours of law. Under the
principle of ease, the Qur’an and the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) provide certain
concessions to the sick, the old persons, the travelers, the persons engaged in the war for defence of
Islam, etc. in matters of performance of certain obligatory acts of devotion like performance of
ablution, offering of prayers, fasting in the month of Ramadan, and performance of certain rituals in
pilgrimage. Similarly, certain items of food which have been strictly forbidden by the Qur’an are
allowed to be taken in case of dire necessity when there is imminent danger of death and life cannot
be saved except by taking the same.

8. No Priesthood In Islam

There is no organized church or priesthood in Islam, neither is there any religious hierarchy
even in the ordinary sense. To lead the prayer service or to recite and interpret the Qur’an is not
monopoly of any individual or group. Any practicing layman with basic necessary knowledge of
Islam can lead the prayers and can approach the Qur’an and Hadith (traditions of the Prophet) for
guidance. Like Jews and unlike Christians, the Muslims do not believe in asceticism. Hence there
are no monks and nuns.

9. There is no distinction between world and hereafter (Equally Important)

In Islam, there is merely any difference between the importance of this life and the hereafter. Islam
demands man of keeping the moderate path which leads man towards success in this world and the
hereafter. The Quran asked its followers to ask their lord,

“Our Lord! Grant us good in this world and good in the hereafter.”

Both are equally important. Many religions either focus on life in the world or ignore the life of
hereafter. Heck, many don’t even believe in the life after death. Although in Islam, the ultimate goal
is the hereafter and that this world is but a test or trial for the human beings; Islam is against
asceticism.

10. Islam as a champion of moral role model

The moral role model that Islam introduced about 1400 years ago is still exemplary in the modern
world. The Prophet himself is the quintessence of a moral role model and how he lived and spent
his life is the foremost example of a moral role model. Although many religions brought about
different perspectives on moral role model, yet none brought as many and variant aspects of laws
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and conventions for the moral role model as the Prophet did. This can be supported by the fact that
other religions were either based on a human, an ethnic group, or a geographic region. None had the
attribute to be as broad as Islam, which is universal.

11. Universality & Continuity of the Deen

Islam is truly unique among the religions of the world because it is addressed to all of mankind. The
scripture of Islam, called the Qur'an, repeatedly addresses all human beings by saying:

"O mankind!"*

Additionally, in the Qur'an, Almighty God is never addressed as the God of a particular people or
nation. From the very beginning of the mission of Prophet Muhammad, his followers came from a
wide spectrum of individuals -- there was Bilal, the African slave; Suhaib,the Byzantine Roman;
Ibn Sailam, the Jewish Rabbi; and Salman, the Persian. Since religious truth is eternal and
unchanging, and mankind is one universal brotherhood, God's revelations to man have always been
consistent and universal. “And We have not sent thee but as a bearer of glad tidings and a Warner of
all mankind, but most men know not. And then Say '0 mankind, truly I am a Messenger to you all.’

12. A Straightforward Concept of God

The concept of God in Islam is completely based upon Divine Revelation.-Not only is the concept
of God in Islam characterized by purity and clarity, but it is also not marred by myths, superstitions
or man-made philosophical ideas. Inthe pure and straightforward teachings of Islam, Almighty God
has clearly revealed His unique nature and qualities to man in the way which He wants them to be
understood. While other religions have either mixed man-made doctrines with divine revelation, or
ignored the divine revelation almost completely, Islam’s concept of God is based totally on what
God has said about Himself. Islam’s concept of God can be called pure and straightforward because
there is a clear distinction made between the Creator and the created.

13. Direct Relationship with God

In other religions, even the ones which claim belief in "One God”, people often approach God
through an intermediary, such as a saint, an angel, the Virgin Mary or Jesus. However, it is only in
Islam that a person is required only to pray to God. Some people also nullify a truly proper and
direct relationship with Almighty God by mistakenly believing that they have a special relationship
with Him simply because they are members of a certain ethnic group, tribe or "chosen people”.
Additionally, in Islam there are no priests or clergy -- each worshipper, man or woman, has a direct
relationship with their Merciful Creator -- Almighty God. Since God is the Owner and Sustainer of
everything, as well as the only one who can provide true and complete forgiveness, it is completely
futile to try to approach Him through anyone else.

14. Unique Concept of Worship

According to the teachings of Islam, everything that a human being does with the pure intention of
pleasing God is an act of worship. Due to this, Islam has an all encompassing concept of worship
unlike any other religion. Almighty God has revealed in the Holy Qur'an that His purpose for
creating human beings was to worship Him and Him alone. Like other religions, Islam has required

www.CSSExamPoint.com



acts of worship; however worship in Islam is not limited to rituals. Since Islam is an all-
encompassing religion with guidance for all aspects of life.

15. Based on Authentic Sources

The preservation of the scripture of Islam -- the Holy Qur'an -- is unique among world religions. No
other religion has a scripture which is both as old and as well-preserved as the one possessed by
Muslims today. Even scholars who are hostile to Islam admit that the Qur'an that exists today is
exactly the same as the one that existed in the time of the Prophet Muhammad. Even though many
people mistakenly assume that the Qu'ran (also spelled Koran) was written by Muhammad, it is
actually the literal Word of God. Not only was Muhammad known by his people to be unable to
read and write, but the Holy Qur'an clearly and repeatedly exclaims that it is from Almighty God -
the Lord of the Universe.

16. An Eternal Message

Islam has just as much meaning and is just as applicable to people living in today's "modern world"
as it did for people living 1400 years ago. Since the message of Islam is eternally true it is also very
robust, and as such still has a strong spiritual impact on millions of people living in the world today.
The Pure Monotheism of Islam, as well as its universal brotherhood, strong morals and positive
outlook on life, is still very relevant and meaningful to modern man. The continued relevance and
applicability to both the spiritual and worldly life of human beings from all around the word is just
one of the many proofs of the Divine origin of the message of Islam. Unlike the teachings of other
religions, the teachings of Islam don’t need to be updated or watered-down in order to appeal to a
human being living in today's troubled world.

17. A Complete Way of Life

Islam is not just a "religion™" in the traditional sense, because it is not just confined to acts of
worship, morality and other aspects of personal piety. The teachings of Islam, even though they do
cover religious rituals and morality, also encompass all other aspects of life. The Prophet
Muhammad’s mission encompassed not only spiritual and religious teachings, but also included
guidance for such things as social reform, economics, politics, warfare and family life. Thus due to
the diversity and success of Muhammad's mission, Muslims have clear guidance from God and His
Final Prophet on all aspects of life. This goes hand-in-hand with the Islamic belief that Almighty
God does not leave human beings without guidance in their daily lives -- thus His guidance is all-
encompassing. Thus Islam does not accept a secular view of government and society, but only one
based on the Law of God.

18. Moderate Teachings Delivered by Islam.

The teachings of Islam, since they are divinely revealed, are balanced in all of their aspects. Even
though Islam is an all-encompassing way of life, it preaches moderation and rejects extremism. On
the one hand, Islam does not preach complete rejection of all worldly pleasures in view of the life
hereafter; and on the other hand it does not teach that earthly life is just for pleasure and enjoyment.
In Islam, wealth and worldly pleasures can be partaken of in this life as long as they are enjoyed in a
way that is in obedience to God. However, Muslims are taught to keep in mind that the life hereafter
is their ultimate goal, and therefore one should be charitable and not become too attached to worldly
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things. By maintaining balance between man's spiritual and physical needs, the teachings of Islam
are best suited for the needs of human beings in particular and society in general. It rejects
asceticism and allows man to live a balanced life.

19. Differences And Contradictions Among Faiths - Their Reality

A question that arises is: if all religions were in fact founded by Messengers from God, then why is
there differences in their teachings? Can the same God send down different teachings? This
question is answered by Islam alone, and this, too, is a distinctive feature of this religion. Islam
holds that there are two basic causes of differences between various religions. First, that varying
conditions had needed varying dictates and rules, and the All-Knowing and All-Wise God had
provided guidance for different ages, regions and peoples in accordance with their respective needs.
Secondly, the contents of various faiths faded and wilted under the vicissitudes of time, hence they
were not preserved in their original form. In some cases, the followers themselves introduced
innovations and variations to suit changing needs, and the originally revealed Books continued to be
interpolated for this purpose.

20. Safequarding Of The Quran

As | have already said for a teaching to be eternal, it is not sufficient merely that it should be
complete and perfect, but that there should also exist a guarantee for its perpetual preservation in its
original form. The Quran amply satisfies this fundamental requirement, and the One Who sent
down the Quran has proclaimed it in the clearest terms that:

“We have sent down this Book and verily We shall safeguard It.”

In other words, God Himself will safeguard it and will never allow it to be tampered with. One
method of the preservation of the text has been, that in accordance with Divine Will, there have
always been hundreds of thousands of people in every age who have committed the text of the
Quran to memory, and this practice continues to this day. And the principle measure of
safeguarding the real import and essence of the Message has been the divine practice of appointing
guides, reformers and revivers in the latter ages.

21. Zakat Principle to alleviate Interest

Islam condemns the institution of interest in all its forms and strongly urges its total elimination.
The motive force it presents in place of interest, to move the economic wheel, is called Zakat. Zakat
is a system of taxing capital, released from the well-to-do. Apart from meeting the demands of the
State, this tax is intended to meet the needs of the poor. In other words, this system not only meets
the requirements of the government machinery, but also guarantees to fulfil the demands of social
welfare.

All that has been done is to lay down the basic principle, leaving it to those with insight and
understanding to settle the details in accordance with the conditions prevailing in a particular
environment at a given time. The Quran says that in the wealth of those who possess over and
beyond their basic needs, is also the share of those who are unable to meet their basic needs and are
considered deprived in their environment.
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22. Directions in Political Matters

It neither presents a democratic or socialist form, nor recommends kingship or dictatorship. Instead
of dilating upon the methods of establishing governments, Islam enunciates the principle of
conducting political and governmental affairs in a specific manner, and imposes the condition that,
no matter what the form, the responsibilities of a government will always be discharged justly and
fairly, with sympathy; always fulfilling and upholding basic human rights. Thus, instead of
emphasizing the first segment of the commonly accepted definition of democracy, i.e.; government,
by the people:, Islam emphasizes that, whatever the form of the government, it must in all events be
for the people.

23. Islamic Concept of Justice

As Judaism presents God as only the God of Israel to the exclusion of everyone else, no wonder
then, that it does not even in passing deal with the fundamental question of Human Rights as such.

As for Hinduism it seems outright hostile not only to the non-Hindu but also to the Hindu of a low
caste, hence narrowing further the field of God's mercy to a much smaller section of the human
race. Hinduism decrees: If a Brahmin is unable to return a loan to one of low caste, the other has no
right to demand its return. But if one of low caste is unable to return a loan taken from a Brahmin,
he is to be made to work as a labour for Brahmins till such time as he is able to pay back the loan in
full.

Again, in Judaism we fail to detect a concept of justice toward one's enemy. It is said: And when
your Lord gives them over to you, and you defeat them; then you must utterly destroy them; you
shall make no covenant with them. The Quran enjoins, “And when you judge between people, do so
fairly and justly.”

“And if they incline towards peace, incline thou also towards It.”

24. Social Welfare in Islam

Islam established so many warranties and institutions to assure the social cohesion. The
establishment of prayers five times a day in a congregation, handshake for Salam (greetings) and
Shura (mutual consultation) are some of the major establishments of Islamic society. Salam helps to
increase social peace and accord. It also promotes mutual affection and kindness. Once Muhammad
(p.b.u.h) said that:

“Let a Muslim show (and act upon) the affection he has for his brethren”.

There are mainly five major obligations towards another Muslim brother and sister.

1. Must return a salam
2 Visit the sick person
3. Follow the funeral procession
4 Return an invitation
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5. Send blessing on sneezer

Masjid is not only the place for worship but it is the platform of learning and knowledge and
meeting place for Muslims. Muslims used to read and recite Online Quran to seek the abundant
knowledge of social welfare in Islam.

25. A religion of human rights

Islam’s contribution to human rights is best appreciated when viewed against the backdrop of world
history as well as the realities of modern times. The very first charter of Human Rights was
established during the lifetime of the Prophet (PBUH). Charter of Medina is still the basis of any
Human Rights charter there exists today. The letter 53 written by Hazrat Ali plaque inscribed on the
wall of the United Nations HQ suggests the importance that Islam has had on this world.

26. Equality and no discrimination

Social, racial, gender, and religious inequities continue to exist in the modern world. Economic and
social disparities have resulted in oppression of the lower classes; racial prejudices have been the
cause of subjugation and enslavement of people with darker skin; women have been weighed down
by chauvinistic attitudes, and pervasive attitudes of religious superiority have led to widespread
persecution of people with different beliefs. Freedom of religion was instituted in Medina; women
were honored and respected as equals; racial discrimination was practically eliminated; tribal
warfare was replaced with united ties of brotherhood; usury and alcohol were completely forbidden.
Islam brought the fundamental basis of equality among the masses and abolished all forms of
discrimination. Before Islam, there wasn’t any equality among the humans and now, even if there
are inequalities among the people, then it’s not the fault of Islam but the fault of its weak followers
who are not following the true essence of Islam. Islam proclaims complete equality among
mankind, irrespective of differences of caste, creed and colour. The only criterion of honour it
accepts is that of righteousness, not of birth, riches, race or colour. The Quran says,

“Verily the most honourable among you, in the sight of Allah, is he who is the most righteous
among you.”

27. Motivation towards thinking and observing

Islam holds that there is no contradiction between God's word and His deed. It, thus, frees us from
the traditional rivalry between science and religion, and does not require man to believe in anything
beyond the laws of nature determined by Him. He urges us to ponder over nature and to put it to
beneficent use, for everything has been created for the benefit of mankind. He motivates man to
ponder over the abundant resources and favors that He has endowed on man. Surely, man was made
to think and observe the signs of God; and only Islam has the attribute to ordain man to think of the
creation of God.

28. A comprehensive system of rights and duties

No other religion has focused on the duties and rights of man as has Islam. There is merely any
difference in the importance between the rights of man (Haqug-ul-lbad) and the rights of God
(Haqug-ul-Allah). The proportion at which Islam has given importance to the rights of parents,
family, neighbors, minorities, laborers and animals are humongous and reflect the importance of
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each through their own stance and standing. Islam teaches us to respect our parents; be kind with
our family; be kind with our neighbors; take care of the minorities; pay the laborer before his sweat
dries; and treat the animals with justice. No other religion has given such a comprehensive system
of rights and duties as has Islam.

29. Prophesies Fulfilled

Another distinction of Islam is its many prophecies that have been fulfilled over the ages and have
reinforced the faith of its followers in the existence of the All-Knowing and Living God. This
process continues to this day, as witnessed by the recent discovery of the preserved body of the
Pharaoh who had driven Moses 'and his people out of Egypt. Another fresh example of the Quranic
prophecy is about the development of new means of destruction, where fire would be locked in
minute particles which would stretch and agitate before exploding with a ferocity that would cause
mountains to evaporate (Nuclear Bomb).

30. Quran in Living Lanquage

A distinctive feature of Islam is that its revealed Book is in a living language. Is it not curious that
the languages of all other revealed Books are either dead or no longer in general use? A living
Book, it seems, had to be in a living and ever-enduring language. The Arabic language is the
language of the Arabs but not just for the Arabs. The Quran was revealed in Arabic and is still
sacred most when it’s in Arabic instead of any other translation.

31. A Religion of Peace

Islam alone is the faith that guarantees peace in all spheres and at all levels: individual, social,
economic, national. Islam alone bears a name, the literal meaning of which is 'peace’, and one who
becomes a Muslim, not only enters a safe haven himself but also guarantees it for others, and shuns
all actions that might lead to inequity and disruption. The Holy Prophet said, “a Muslim is he whose
word and deed do no harm to others.” The momentous address of the Holy Prophet delivered
shortly before his death, and after the performance of what has come to be called the Farewell
Pilgrimage, is an eternal charter of peace for all mankind. Islam enjoins peace not only between
men, but also between man and his Maker, so that not only other men remain unharmed from the
word and deed of a Muslim, but he himself remains safe from God's wrath and censure, the
recompense which is merited as a result of committing transgression. So, a Muslim's peace is
obtained in this world and also extends to the hereafter.

32. Dignity of human beings

One of the most distinctive components of Islam is the heed it gives to the dignity of human beings.
It is the contradiction of the religion such as Jainism. Islam claims man to be the best creation in
the world. It believes human beings to be the “fit of the fittest.” Islam claims that the world
has been made for the human beings so that they can obey and worship to the supreme will of
God. Man is the creation of God’s hand (Surah Suuad:75). Such is the dignity God himself has
given the human beings and this dignity of human beings is not described in any religion as
brilliantly and vividly as is described by Islam.
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Conclusion:

To conclude, Islam is the embodiment of the code of life which God, the Creator and Lord of the
Universe has revelaed for the guidance of the mankind. Islam is basically rational both ideologically
and historically. The simplicity and clarity of its teachingsare the key decisive factors in the
progress, religious activities and propagation of Islam. These perfect principles, so pure and void of
theological and intellectual sophistication, thus, so accessible and comprehensible , are in fact
greatly able to permeate the human conscience.
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EFFECTS OF TAWHID ON HUMAN LIFE
TRUE BELIEF - AT-TAUHEED

Meanings of Tawhid

We have discussed the belief in detail in the preceding two chapters which a person should
profess in order to be a real Muslim who would go to Paradise in the next world. In practical life
this belief may be called the true belief or Tauheed (i.e. monotheism) which means belief in and
worship of One God only.

God is One. There is no god except Allah (Allah is the personal name of that One God). Islam
is strictly a monotheistic religion and is committed to hold that Allah is the Only God of the Whole
of the Universe and there is no God in any form or manifestation except Allah. Unity of Godhead is
the fundamental teaching of the religion of Islam. None can embrace Islam and enter into the
brotherhood of the Muslims until and unless he declares by tongue and affirms in his heart that there
is no God but Allah.

According to Quran

It is rightly said that al-Quran, the revealed book of Islam, teaches directly or indirectly in
almost every other verse the fundamental principle of Oneness of God and condemns those who
hold or worship more than one God or who associate partners to God. The Qur’an rejects
polytheist’s claim of many gods, Christian doctrine of Trinity i.e., three Gods (God the Father, God
the Son, and the Holy Ghost) and Zoroastrian’s doctrine of two Gods. The Qur’an also tells us that
all the Prophets sent by Allah (Right from Adam to Muhammad) have been enjoining their people
to believe in and worship one God only i.e. Allah the Almighty God of the Universe besides whom
there is no other God.

In its following verses, the Qur’an promotes on the one hand the doctrine of Tauheed
(Oneness of God) as taught by all the Prophets of God and on the other hand it rejects the belief that
there is no God or there are many Gods:

1) Your God is One God; there is no God save Him, the Beneficent, the Merciful. —  (2:Al-
Baqgarah:163)

2) Allah! There is no God save Him, the Alive, the Eternal. — (3:Al-e-Imran: 2)

3) He it is Who fashioned you in the wombs as pleased Him. There is no God save Him, the
Almighty, the wise. — (3:Al-e-Imran:6)

4) Allah (Himself) bears witness that there is no God but He, and so do the angels and the
men of knowledge, standing firm on justice. There is no God save Him, the Almighty, the
Wise. — (3:Al-e-Imran:18)

5) Allah has said: Take not two gods. Truly, He (Allah) is the Only One God. So you should
fear Me Only. — (16:An-Nahl:51).
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According to Ahadith

Muhammad (PBUH), the Prophet of Islam, in his following Ahadith, has highlighted the
importance of Tauheed:

1) Mu'ad bin Jabal reported that the Messenger of Allah said: Key of the Paradise is to give
evidence (or to testify) that there is no God but Allah. — (Ahmad).

2) Abu Hurairah reported that the messenger of Allah said: Emaan (belief) has more than seventy
branches. The best among them is to say: There is no God but Allah. And the lowest among them is
to remove an injurious thing from the road. — (Bukhari, Muslim)

3) Abadah bin Samit reported. | heard the Prophet saying: whoever bears witness that there is no
God but Allah and Muhammad is Allah’s apostle, Allah has forbidden Hellfire for Him. —
(Muslim).

KINDS OF TAUHEED

According to scholars and jurists of Islam, there are three kinds or aspects of Tauheed,
namely: Tauheed ar-Rububiyyah, Tauheed al-Uluhiyyah, and Tauheed al-Asma wa as-Siffat.

1) Tauheed ar-Rububiyyah: It means belief in Oneness of the Lordship of Allah. In other
words it means to believe and accept that Allah is the Only and One Lord of the whole Universe. He
is the creator and sustainer of the heavens and the earth and of everything in them. He is the Owner,
the King, the Master, the Organizer, the Operator, the Planner, and the Giver of Security. He gives
life and death. He provides sustenance, He gives wealth and children and He will reward the good-
doers and punish the evil-doers on the Day of Judgment which will surely come.

2) Tauheed al-Uluhiyyah: 1t means belief in Oneness of the worship of Allah. In other words
it means to believe that Allah is the only God of the whole of the Universe and of all the creatures.
There is no God (llah) in the Universe save Him. He is the only One capable of or eligible for
worship. He alone has the right to be worshipped. He alone has the right to be invoked and asked
for help. Prayer, sacrifice, giving charity, slaughtering of animals, Fasting and Pilgrimage should be
for Him or in His Name only. None of His creations should be joined with Him in such devotional
acts.

3) Tauheed al-Asma WA as-Siffat: It means belief in Oneness of the Names and the
Attributes of Allah. In other words, it means to believe and accept that all the good names and all
the best attributes are reserved for Allah and for none else. Since Allah is the creator of all, so none
of His creation has the right or claim to any of His Names or Attributes. None of the created beings
should be names after Allah’s Names and none of the created beings should be bestowed with
Attributes of the Creator. For example, only Allah has the knowledge of the Unseen while none else
has got this knowledge. So no man or any other creature should be considered to have the
knowledge of the Unseen.
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EFFECTS OF TAWHID ON HUMAN LIFE

Now let us study the effects which the belief in La ilaha illallah has on the life of a man and see
why he should always make a success of life and why one who denies it becomes a failure in life,
both here and in the hereafter.

1. Enlarged Vision and Broadening of Mind.

A believer of Tawheed can never be narrow in outlook. He believes in a God, Who is the Creator of
the heavens and the earth, the Master of the East and the West and Sustainer of the entire universe.
After this belief he does not regard anything in the world as a stranger to himself. He looks on
everything in the universe as belonging to the same Lord he himself belongs to. His sympathy, love
and service are not confined to any particular sphere or group. His vision is enlarged, his intellectual
horizon widens, and his outlook becomes as liberal and as boundless as is the Kingdom of God.

2. Highest deqgree of Self-Esteem

This belief produces in man the highest degree of self-respect and self-esteem. The believer knows
that Allah alone is the Possessor of all power, and that none besides Him can benefit or harm a
person, or provide for his needs, or give and take away life or wield authority or influence. This
conviction makes him indifferent to, and independent and fearless of, all powers other than those of
God. He never bows his head in homage to any of God’s creatures, nor does he stretch out his hand
before anyone else.

3. Sense of Modesty and Humbleness

This belief also generates in man a sense of modesty and humbleness. Believer never becomes
proud, haughty or arrogant. The boisterous pride of power, wealth and worth can have no room in
his heart, because he knows that whatever he possesses has been given to him by God, and that God
can take away just as He can give. Along with self-respect this belief also generates in man It makes
him unostentatious and unpretending. A believer never becomes proud, haughty or arrogant. The
boisterous pride of power, wealth and worth can have no room in his heart, because he knows that
whatever he possesses has been given to him by God, and that God can take away just as He can
give. In contrast to this, an unbeliever, when he achieves some worldly merit, becomes proud and
conceited because he believes that his merit is due to his own worth. In the same way pride and self-
conceit are a necessary outcome and concomitant of shirk (association of others with God in His
divinity), because a mushrik believes that he has a particular relation with the deities which does not
exist between them and other people.

4. Piety and Righteousness as sole qualities

This belief makes man virtuous and upright. He has the conviction that there is no other means of
success and salvation for him except purity of soul and righteousness of behavior. He has perfect
faith in God who is above all. This belief creates in him the consciousness that, unless he lives
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rightly and acts justly, he cannot succeed. No influence or underhand activity can save him from
ruin.

5. It Brings Hope and Satisfaction in one's Life

The believer never becomes despondent. He has a firm faith in God Who is Master of all the
treasures of the earth and the heavens, Whose grace and bounty have no limit and Whose powers
are infinite. This faith imparts to his heart extraordinary consolation, fills it with satisfaction and
keeps it filled with hope. Although he may meet with rejection from all sides in this world, faith in
and dependence on God never leave him, and on their strength he goes on struggling. Such
profound confidence can result from no other belief than belief in one God.

6. Fortitude and Patience

This Belief Produces in Man a Very Strong Degree of Determination, patience and trust in God.
When he makes up his mind and devotes his resources to fulfilling the Divine Commands in order
to secure God’s pleasure, he is sure that he has the support and backing of the Lord of the
universe. This certainty makes him firm and strong like a mountain and no amount of difficulties,
impediments and opposition can make him give up his resolution.

7. A Believer In This Kalimah can Never Be Narrow In Outlook

He believes in a God Who is the Creator of the heavens and the earth, the Master of the East and
the West and Sustainer of the entire universe. After this belief he does not regard anything in the
world as a stranger to himself. He looks on everything in the universe as belonging to the same Lord
he himself belongs to. His sympathy, love and service are not confined to any particular sphere or
group. His vision is enlarged, his intellectual horizon widens, and his outlook becomes as liberal
and as boundless as is the Kingdom of God.

8. This Belief Produces In Man The Highest Degree Of Self-Respect And Self-
Esteem.

The believer knows that Allah alone is the Possessor of all power, and that none besides Him can
benefit or harm a person, or provide for his needs, or give and take away life or wield authority or
influence. This conviction makes him indifferent to, and independent and fearless of, all powers
other than those of God. He never bows his head in homage to any of God’s creatures, nor does he
stretch out his hand before anyone else. He is not overawed by anybody’s greatness. This attitude of
mind cannot be produced by any other belief. For it is necessary that those who associate other
beings with God, or who deny God, should bow in homage to some creatures, regard them able to
benefit or harm them, fear them and place their hopes in them.

9. This Belief Makes Man Virtuous And Upright.

He has the conviction that there is no other means of success and salvation for him except purity of
soul and righteousness of behaviour. He has perfect faith in God Who is above all need, is related to
none and is absolutely just. This belief creates in him the consciousness that, unless he lives rightly
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and acts justly, he cannot succeed. No influence or underhand activity can save him from ruin. As
against this, the kafirs and the mushriks always live on false hopes.

10. The Believer Never Becomes Despondent.

He has a firm faith in God Who is Master of all the treasures of the earth and the heavens, Whose
grace and bounty have no limit and Whose powers are infinite. This faith imparts to his heart
extraordinary consolation, fills it with satisfaction and keeps it filled with hope. Although he may
meet with rejection from all sides in this world, faith in and dependence on God never leave him,
and on their strength he goes on struggling. Such profound confidence can result from no other
belief than belief in one God. Mushriks, kafirs and atheists have small hearts; they depend on
limited powers; therefore in times of trouble they are soon overwhelmed by despair-and, frequently,
they commit suicide.

11. This Belief Produces In Man A Very Strong Degree Of Determination,

Patient perseverance and trust in God. When he makes up his mind and devotes his resources to
fulfiling the Divine Commands in order to secure God’s pleasure, he is sure that he has the support
and backing of the Lord of the universe. This certainty makes him firm and strong like a mountain
and no amount of difficulties, impediments and opposition can make him give up his resolution.
Shirk, kufr and atheism have no such effect.

12. This Declaration Inspires Bravery In Man.

There are two things which make a man cowardly: (i) fear of death and love of safety, and (ii) the
idea that there is someone else besides God who can take away life and that man, by adopting
certain devices, can ward off death. Belief in La ilaha illallah purges the mind of both these ideas.
The first idea goes out of his mind because he knows that his life and his property and everything
else really belong to God, and he becomes ready to sacrifice his all for His pleasure. He gets rid of
the second idea because he knows that no weapon, no man or animal has the power of taking away
his life. God alone has the authority to do this.

13. Psychological Conseguences.

When people feel that they are connected to God, whom they believe has unlimited power and is
infinitely merciful, this helps them to relax and makes them more optimistic. This may help them
feel that the unfairness they see in the world will not continue forever and that distressing and
apparently bad events also have a purpose. While those events may seem terrible and hurt on first
glance, they may not turn out to be so bad if people are patient and examine the events more deeply.
Knowing God in Islam is considered a gift by itself that will help the individual to have patience
and understanding. Muslims believe that God cares for people and will help them, but they must
work hard to do right and be optimistic. God is most able to help those who work hard and expect
the best. This belief helps create motivation to overcome obstacles and endure bad times based on
the faith that good will result because God is in control.
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FALSE BELIEFS - KUFR AND SHIRK

Al-Kufr is opposite of Al-Emaan, and Ash-Shirk is opposite of At-Tauheed. In other words,
Al-Kufr means not to believe in God and Ash-Shirk means to believe in more gods than one. Both
these creeds are against Islam and therefore a Muslim and a believer should know them and avoide
them at every cost. Sometimes these false and anti-Islam creeds are so much mixed up with Emaan
and Tauheed that it is hard to distinguish them. So a Muslim should be very careful to protect
himself from falling in the trap. Let us discuss both these creeds in detail.

AL-Kufrits Meanings

Al Kufr (called disbelief in English) means to disbelieve, not to believe, to refuse to believe,
to be ungrateful, etc. It also means to cover up the truth. According to Islamic terminology, it means
to disbelieve in God, not to believe in God, to refuse to believe in God, to deny the existence of
God, or to defy the commandments of God, or to deny the favours of God, or to be ungrateful to
Him. Kufr is, however, open denial or rejection of belief, not the hidden or concealed denial as in
case of Nifaq or hypocrisy.

Al Kufr not only means absence of belief in God but also means disbelief in all or in any
fundamental elements of Islamic faith which are: to believe in Allah, to believe in Allah’s
Messengers, to believe in Allah’s books, to believe in Allah’s Angels, to believe in the Hereafter,
etc. In the Qur’an, the word Kafir refers mostly to idol worshippers, pagans, non-believers, atheists.

Verses Of The Quran

There are many verses in the Qur’an which highlight its meanings and its manifestations, and
also throw light on those who indulge in it. Some of these verses are reproduced below:

1) As for those who disbelieve, it is alike to them whether you warn them or you warn them
not; they are not going to believe. Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing, and
on their eyes there is covering; for them is an awful doom. — (2:Al-Bagarah:6-7).

2) And (remember) when We said to the angels: Prostrate yourselves before Adam. So they
fell prostrate, all save Iblees. He refused in his arrogance and thus became one of the
disbelievers. — (2:Al-Bagarah:34).

3) Lo! Those who disbelieve and die while they are disbelievers, it is they upon whom is the
curse of Allah and of His angels and of all mankind. They will live in it for ever, neither their
punishment will be lightened nor they will be reprieved. — (2:Al-Bagarah:161-162).

4) (On that Day) Those who disbelieve, neither their wealth nor their children will avail them
aught against Allah; and they are such who will be fuel for the Fire. — (3: Al-e-Imran:10)

Thus in the verses reproduced above, the Qur’an has explained kufr and given its examples. It has
also discussed the consequences of adopting kufr and the fate of the kafir.

www.CSSExamPoint.com



Examples Of Kufr

According to Ulema and Fugha (scholars and jurists of Islam), following acts, claims, rituals
or things are either clearly kufr or look like kufr and hence be avoided by a believer:

a. Claim of someone that he is God or God’s son or he has powers of God or he can
provide sustenance or children to those who beg him of these things or his claim that he is exempt
from religious injunctions or he is not required to offer daily prayers, etc.

b. To regard someone other than Allah as the bestower of honour and disgrace, gain and loss,
riches and poverty.

C. Not to believe in God, His messengers, His books, His angels and the Last Day; or to
ridicule those who believe.

d. To criticize Allah’s commandments or His messengers’ orders or to find fault with them or
to regard them as the stories of the old, or to consider them against expediency of the time.

e. To reject or deny Allah’s signs or His revelations or His verses, or to ridicule Allah’s
messengers or to regard them magicians, poets or madmen.

f. To regard someone else than Allah as one’s real patron, helper and controller of destiny
and to call him for aid in difficulties and miseries.

g. To regard someone other than Allah as Omnipotent, Omnipresent, knower of the unseen,
intercessor with Allah, etc.

h. To love the ideas and actions of the pagans, disbelievers, atheists and secular persons and
to prefer them over Islamic injunctions and tenets or to feel and express pride on paganic rituals
instead of Islamic customs.

I. To misinterpret Qur’an or Hadith according to one’s own wishes or wishful thinking or for
the purpose of deriving any worldly benefit.

J- To prefer customs, rituals, conventions, sayings or actions of forefathers over
commandments of Allah and His messenger.

K. To consider the regulations and restrictions imposed by Islamic Shariah regarding
drinking, dress, scarf, etc. as impediment or obstruction in the way of progress.

l. To prefer man-made laws or rules over the laws and rules made by God and His
messengers.

Kinds Of Kufr

Al-Kufr or Disbelief according to scholars of Islam is of two types: Kufr-al-Akbar (The Major
Disbelief) and Kufr-al-Asghar (The Minor Disbelief). The manifestations of kufr-al-Akbar (the
Major Disbelief) which excludes one from the fold of Islam are five, namely:

(1) Kufr-al-Takzib i.e. disbelief in the truth of Allah in any of the elements of faith or
uttering a lie against Allah;

(2) Kufr-al-lba i.e. denial to submit to Allah’s commandment as Satan did at Allah’s
commandment to prostrate before Adam;

(3) Kufr ar-Raib i.e. to doubt or to lack conviction in elements of Belief;
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(4) Kufr —al-lIrad i.e. turning away from the truth knowingly;
(5) Kufr-an-Nifag which implies hypocritical disbelief.

Another type of Kufr is Kufr-al-Asghar (the Minor Disbelief). It does not exclude one
from the fold of Islam although it brings sin to him. It is also called kufr-an-Nimah. It
manifests itself in ungratefulness to Allah for His favours and blessings.

ASH-SHIRK

It’s Meanings.

The literal meaning of Shirk is to make one a shareek or a partner or a shareholder with other.
It also means to make one an equal of other. In religious terminology, it means belief in more gods
than one or belief in and worship of many gods. In English Shirk is called polytheism. It implies
ascribing partners to Allah in His Lordship or in His worship or ascribing Allah’s names and
attributes to others.

Ash-Shirk is opposite of At-Tauheed which is belief in One God i.e. Allah. Ash-Shirk is belief
in many gods along with belief in Allah or belief in many gods besides Allah. Mushrikeen (those
who indulge in Shirk i.e. the polytheists), as history of religion tells us, have been worshipping sun,
moon, stars, earth, angels, Jinn, animals, rivers, trees, prophets, saints, kings, graves, etc. Christians
believe in and worship three Gods which is called Divine Trinity. The Zoroastrians believe in two
Gods, while the Hindus believe in thirty three million gods or more but their major gods are three
(Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva)

The basic teaching of Islam is, as is that of previous revealed religions, that there is only One
God of the whole of universe and that is Allah who alone should be worshipped. There is no god
but Allah. He has no partner, no equal, no associate. He has no parents, no wife, no son, no
offspring. Al-Quran, the revealed book of Islam, condemns those, in the severest possible terms,
who associate partners to God i.e., who do shirk.

VERSES OF THE QUR’AN ABOUT SHIRK

Following are some of the verses of the Qur’an which condemn shirk and threaten the
Mushrikeen (the polytheists) with severe punishment:

1) Certainly Allah does not forgive that partners should be joined with Him, and He
forgives all save that to whom He pleases. Whoso sets up partners with Allah, he has
indeed invented the most heinous sin. — (4: An-Nisa:48)

2) Surely they (the Christians) have disbelieved who say: Allah is (one of the Trinity
and) third of the three; when (the fact is that) there is no God but the One God
(Allah). If they do not stop from saying so, a painful doom will fall on those of them
who disbelieve. — (5: Al Maidah: 73)
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3) Yet they (the polytheists) make the Jinn partners with Him (Allah), though He has
created them, and they ascribe to Him sons and daughters without knowledge. All
glory be to Him. He is highly exalted and far above that they ascribe to Him. — (6: Al
Anam: 100)

AHADITH OF THE PROPHET ABOUT SHIRK

The Prophet of Islam, in many of his Ahadith, has condemned shirk and has declared it a
major sin which takes its doer to Hell. Some of these are:

1) Jabar reported that the Messenger of Allah said: There are two things which
ensure Paradise or Hell (for its doer)....... A person who died while associating
partners with Allah will surely go to Hell. And a person who died while he was not
associating partners with Allah, he will go to Paradise....— (Muslim)

2) Abdullah bin Masood reported that a man asked the Prophet: O messenger of
Allah! Which is the greatest sin near Allah? The Prophet said: You assign partners
with Allah, although He has created you. — (Bukhari, Muslim)

3) Abdullah bin Umar reported that the Messenger of Allah said: Major sins are
these: To join partners with Allah, to disobey the parents, to murder a person
(unjustly), and to swear false oath. - (Bukhari)

Kinds of Shirk :
According To The Muslim Ulema And Fugua

Shirk is of three types or kinds; (1) Shirk-al-Akbar, (2) Shirk-al-Asghar, and (3) Shirk-al-Khafi.
Shirk al-Akbar:

It means major Shirk, which according to Dr. Mohsin Khan, has four aspects: (1) shirk-al-Dua: It is
invoking or praying to others besides Allah. (2) Shirk al-lbadah. It is worshipping others besides
Allah. (3) Shirk-at-Ta’at i.e. rendering obedience to others in clear disregard of commandments of
Allah. And (4) Shirk-al-Hubb i.e. to love others with a love which is only due to Allah.

Shirk al-Asghar:

It means minor shirk. It comprises all acts of Ibadah (worship of Allah), all religious and righteous
acts, charity, Jihad, etc. which are performed, not for the love of Allah or in obedience to His
orders, but for display or show off or gaining praise from people or for fame.

Shirk al-Khafi: It is the concealed or inconspicuous shirk. It means to feel dissatisfied or
discontented with what Allah has given you in terms of wealth, children,