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v

Writing skills are usually the most di�cult skills to acquire in a language. �is is 
particularly true in a foreign language. �e goal of this book is to reduce that dif-
�culty as it guides you through the various types of structures in the English 
language and illustrates how those structures combine to make sentences.

Naturally, in order to acquire writing skills you have to write. �erefore, you 
will be provided with an abundance of writing exercises. Some will require a small 
variation in a given sentence. Others will provide you with a series of words that 
you form into an appropriate sentence. And you will have plenty of opportunity 
for coming up with original sentences of your own. �is development of writing 
better English sentences moves gradually and with careful explanation from the 
least complex activity to the most complex.

Make changes to given sentences.         �Combine a series of words as a sentence.	Writing skills developed
Write original sentences.

In addition to the illustrations of how structures combine to form sentences 
and to the exercises for practice, an Answer Key is provided at the end of the book. 
It includes not only the correct answers for the exercises but also sample sen-
tences, with which you can compare your original sentences. �e �nal chapter, 
Chapter ��, is a Progress Check, which can help you determine what areas of struc-
ture you might want to review in order to improve how you use certain grammati-
cal concepts.

Good sentence writing is not an impossible task, but it requires analysis and 
practice and a willingness to apply concepts and rules consistently. Let this book 
guide you, and you will discover a new con�dence for writing more successfully 
in English.

Have fun and write well!

Introduction
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203

Answer key

1	 Declarative sentences and word order
1·1	 �1. a. �omas �nds the wallet. b. �omas has found the wallet. c. �omas had found the wallet.  

d. �omas will �nd the wallet.      2. a. �e men were trying to raze the barn. b. �e men have 
been trying to raze the barn. c. �e men had been trying to raze the barn. d. �e men will be 
trying to raze the barn.     3. a. �ey drop by at two �.�.  b. �ey dropped by at two �.�.  c. �ey 
have dropped by at two �.�. d. �ey had dropped by at two �.�.       4.  a. She is working here as a 
counselor. b. She was working here as a counselor. c. She had been working here as a counselor.  
d. She will be working here as a counselor.     5. a. I had no time. b. I have had no time. c. I had 
had no time. d. I will have no time.     6. a. �e wealthy couple travels the world on their yacht.  
b. �e wealthy couple traveled the world on their yacht. c. �e wealthy couple has traveled the 
world on their yacht. d. �e wealthy couple will travel the world on their yacht.

1·2	 �Sample answers are provided for numbers 1 through 10.      1. �e attorneys drew up the contracts 
for the merger.     2. I will cook a turkey.     3. �e boys will sleep in the little room in the attic.    
4.  I have hoped for a long time to have a visit from you.     5. �ey had sat on the porch for a long 
time.      6. We shall be working even harder.     7. �ey were traveling to Greece when Erika 
became ill.     8. She was crying when he le�.     9. Bill and I are playing catch in the backyard.     
10. I am hoping the two boys will �nally pass the test.

1·3	 �1.  present      2.  past      3.  past      4.  past      5.  past      6.  present      7.  past      8.  past      
9.  future      10.  future

1·4	 �Sample answers are provided.      1. �ey apply for jobs at the same company.     2. He is 
suggesting you �nd somewhere else to live.     3. �at young man has been annoying me since I 
arrived.     4. I will remain your friend forever.     5. He was attempting to jump to another 
branch when he fell from the tree.     6. He has tricked them for the last time.     7. He rubbed 
her shoulders gently.     8. He will be earning more than six �gures.     9. �e peasants had 
harvested the last of the fall crops.     10. I have been lending you money for years.

1·5	 �Sample answers are provided.      1. a. every other day. b. regularly.     2. a. with the car 
salesman. b. on the phone.     3. a. our house. b. his old computer.     4. a. his girlfriend a 
valentine. b. them another invitation.     5. a. well groomed. b. con�dent.     6. a. slowly through 
the village. b. the children to school today.     7. a. all a�ernoon. b. carelessly.      
8. a. a�er the ball game. b. in a bar.     9. a. your nephew a li� to the station. b. her some money.    
10. a. up to the old church. b. across the plaza and into a house.

1·6	 �Sample answers are provided.     1. a. On Friday b. During a thunderstorm, c. Last night d. At 
nine �.�.       2.  a. Without thinking of the consequences, b. In Europe c. Yesterday  
d. Occasionally,     3. a. Finally, b. Last week c. Due to the �ght, d. Soon a�er,     4. a. A�er  
breakfast b. On Monday c. Next week d. Tomorrow     5. a. A year ago b. Because of an 
earthquake, c. During the hurricane d. Recently     6. a. Although it took him a month,  
b. With a lot of patience and understanding from his parents, c. A�er meeting three boys his age, 
d. When he was invited to join the school’s baseball team,

1·7	 �1. John couldn’t take anyone’s advice.     2. I won’t accept anything but excellence.     3. �ere 
isn’t anywhere for you to hide.     4. Ms. Brooks didn’t speak with anybody about the problem.     
5. You shouldn’t give anyone so young that kind of responsibility.     6. �at won’t take any time 
at all.     7. �ere wasn’t anything le� for the little children.     8. �ere wasn’t anyone for him to 
turn to.      9. My parents hadn’t found any place to spend the night.     10. �ey won’t achieve 
anything from their e�orts.
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